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On Feb. 2, the animal health division of the Agriculture Secretariat (Secretaria de Agricultura y
Recursos Hidraulicos, SARH), reported that screwworm epidemics have been eradicated in four
states, paving the way for Mexico to regain its "screwworm-free" status in the second quarter of
1993. According to the SARH, the elimination of screwworm will allow resumption of cattle exports
to the US from previously-infected regions. Funding for the eradication efforts was provided by a
bilateral US-Mexico commission, created especially to combat screwworms and other rare livestock
diseases. Screwworms the larvae of the American blowfly infest livestock, often causing illness
and death. The US, which recently fought to eradicate the pest in southern Texas, has refused to
import cattle from regions where the screwworm is present. Mexico was declared free of the pest
in 1991 after 40 years of eradication efforts (See SourceMex, 03/20/91). However, cattle smuggled
from Central America reintroduced the screwworm to the southern states of Campeche, Tabasco
and Chiapas. Some infestations were also discovered in Tamaulipas state, which borders Texas. The
SARH is maintaining strict control measures in the areas where screwworms were last detected to
avoid any further spread of the pest in Mexican territory. (Source: Notimex, 02/02/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

